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Southend-on-Sea Parks and Landscape Concept Proposals

INTRODUCTION
Ground Control have been appointed by Southend-On-Sea City Council to 
provide conceptual design proposals to enhance the play areas located within 
Southend’s various parks and landscapes.

The design proposals look to improve the play value and quality of equipment, 
site connections and surfacing, inclusivity and accessibility, and the landscape 
and biodiversity across all of the sites within Southend-On-Sea.

The play area enhancement parks include Priory Park, Bournes Green Park, 
Chalkwell Park, Belfairs Park, Oakwood Park, Friars Park and Southchurch Park.
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7 Southchurch Park -  Site Context Copyright: Google
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7 Southchurch Park - Site History
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Southend-on-Sea Crime Map

Incidents mapped in Southend-on-Sea represent the time frame between 
June 2020 and May 2023. Each point on the map represents an area where 
crimes have been recorded locally.

https://crimerate.co.uk/essex/southend-on-sea

7 Southchurch Park - Site Appraisal



7 Southchurch Park - Site Appraisal

General Notes

•	 Play area is in a well connected location and is sectioned off with fencing 
and hedges.

•	 Some graffiti and damage to the play equipment was identified.

•	 Generally the existing play surface still has some life but ideally some of it 
will need replacing.

•	 Signage around the site was identified but could do with a refresh.

•	 Grounds maintenance was generally good, soft landscape is well looked 
after.

•	 The bowls club is located to the West of the play area and location of 
proposed play equipment is to take this into account in order to have a 
minimal impact on the bowls club.

•	 Boundary fencing is generally in good condition but the boundary would 
benefit from infilling the existing hedges in order to create a seamless 
soft boundary.

•	 General condition of play equipment is okay but there is a lack of inclusive 
play and a lot of the play is getting old and potentially unsafe so it would 
be worth replacing some equipment with new inclusive play elements.





7 Southchurch Park -  Play assessment

Play equipment rating based on:

•	 Play Value
•	 Equipment Condition 
•	 Location
•	 Accessibility
•	 Safety
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Ref No. Rating Survey Notes
1 2 Swing set - Poor condition. To be removed.

2 6
Roundabout - Equipment in good condition. Reta in. 
Replace surfacing.

3 6 Boat springer. Repair and paint. Reta in
4 2 Swing set - Poor condition. To be removed.

5 2
Roundabout - Poor condition, doesn't work properly. To 
be removed.

6 6 Basket swing - Missing basket to be insta lled. Reta in
7 8 Net spinner - Good condition, reta in

8 6
Standing seesaw - Tyres and foot supports need 
replacing. Reta in

9 8 Balance beam - good condition, reta in
10 8 Multi piece climbing set - Good condition, reta in
11 8 Windsail spinner - Good condition, reta in
12 3 Zipline - Poor conditon, to be removed
13 8 Climbing wall - Good condition, to be reta ined
14 1 Unknown - Damaged, to be removed
15 7 Multi use play - Burn damage to be repaired. Reta in
16 8 Swing - Good condition, reta in
17 2 Swing set - Poor condition. To be removed.

18 7
Large multi piece climbing set - Repair, clean and paint, 
reta in

19 2 Multi piece climbing set - Poor condition and tired, remove



LEGEND

Proposed Play Equipment

Hardlandscape Surfacing

Existing tree to be retained

Existing vegetation to be retained

Soft Landscaping

Furniture & Features

Existing Bench to be retained and relocated

Proposed timber edging

Proposed infill hedge planting

Existing climbing boulders and net to be retained (Fig 24)

Existing Tarmac Path to be retained

Existing Play Surfacing (Black) to be retained

Proposed Balance Beam (Fig 5)
Product: Play Quest Balance Beam
(Or similar approved)

Proposed Log Walk (Fig 6)
Product: Play Quest Twisted log Walk
(Or similar approved)

Proposed Stepping Logs (Fig 7)
Product: Play Quest Stepping Logs - 150mm
(Or similar approved)

Proposed Play Structure (Fig 1)
Supplier: Kompan Saturn Carousel (GXY957)
(Or similar approved)

Existing Gravel Path to be retained

Existing Picnic Bench to be retained

Existing boulders to be retained and relocated

Proposed Play Structure (Fig 2)
Supplier: Play Quest 1 Tower Activity Centre
(Or similar approved)

Existing climbing frame to be retained (Fig 17)

Existing climbing net to be retained (Fig 19)

Existing boat springer to be retained (Fig 23)

Existing roundabout to be retained (Fig 14)

Existing basket swing frame to be retained
New basket swing to be added to frame. (Fig 25)

Existing seesaw to be retained
Tyres and steps to be replaced. (Fig 15)

Existing spinner to be retained (Fig 18)

Existing balance beam to be retained (Fig 16)

Existing play swing to be retained (Fig 21)

Existing balance play to be retained (Fig 20)

Existing shelter to be retained

Proposed Seesaw (Fig 4)
Product: Play Quest See-Saw
(Or similar approved)

Existing play structure to be retained (Fig 22)

Proposed Inclusive Play (Fig 8)
Product: Play Quest Eco-Multi Chimes - 8 Piece Set
(Or similar approved)

Proposed Inclusive Play (Fig 9)
Product: Play Quest Eco-Rain Wheel
(Or similar approved)

Proposed Inclusive Play (Fig 10)
Product: Play Quest Musical - Bongos Panel
(Or similar approved)

Existing Play Equipment

Proposed Inclusive Play (Fig 11)
Product: Play Quest Playtronic Panel - Piano Keys
(Or similar approved)

Proposed Inclusive Play (Fig 12)
Product: Play Quest Quali-Cite Inclusive Roundabout
to be installed in place of existing removed roundabout
(Or similar approved)

Proposed Swing Set (Fig 13)
Product: Kompan 4-Seat Steel Frame H:2.5m (KSW924)
with 2 standard seats & 2 cradle seats (Or similar approved)

Proposed Inclusive Swing (Fig 3)
Product: Caloo Accessible Swing (ST0517) (Or similar
approved)

Proposed Playground Surfacing to match existing (Black)

Proposed Self Binding Gravel Footpath

Existing amenity grass

Existing grass mounds to be retained

Infill hedgerow planting - 21lin m

Infill hedgerow planting - 21lin m
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PLANNING

Proposed Play Equipment and Features

Kompan Saturn Carousel (GXY957) - Figure 1 Play Quest 1 Tower Activity Centre - Figure 2 Caloo Accessible Swing - Figure 3 Play Quest Seesaw - Figure 4 Play Quest Balance Beam - Figure 5 Play Quest Twisted Log Walk - Figure 6

Play Quest Stepping Logs - 150mm - Figure 7 Play Quest Eco-Multi Chimes - 8 Piece Set - Figure 8 Play Quest Eco-Rain Wheel - Figure 9 Play Quest Musical - Bongos Panel - Figure 10 Play Quest Playtronic Panel  - Piano Keys - Figure 11 Play Quest Inclusive Roundabout - Figure 12 Kompan 4 seat swing set - Figure 13

Existing Play Equipment and Features

Existing roundabout to be retained - Figure 14

Existing seesaw to be retained - Figure 15

Existing balance beam to be retained - Figure 16

Existing climbing frame to be retained - Figure 17

Existing spinner to be retained - Figure 18

Existing balance play to be retained - Figure 20

Existing play swing to be retained - Figure 21

Existing play structure to be retained - Figure 22

Existing spinner net to be retained - Figure 19

Existing climbing wall to be retained - Figure 24

Existing boat springer to be retained - Figure 23

Existing swing to be retained - Figure 25




